
FOR PARENTS

ANYTIME - Learn about guardianship options and alternatives to make informed decisions.

Important Note:  Children's Mercy provides this approximate timeline of the alternatives to guardianship as a courtesy.  The above list of alternatives is not exhaustive and is not 

intended to provide a final determination of what support a particular individual should (or should not ) obtain in their unique circumstances.  The hospital does not take a position 

as to whether guardianship or these alternatives should be sought, or whether an attorney should be engaged.  Children's Mercy is not in any way advising, directing, endorsing or 

responsible for your individual outcomes and experiences, which may vary.    

Age 17Ages 14-18 Age 16 Age 18

In this time period, consider  
financial needs  such as a 
limited and/or joint bank 
account, direct deposit, 
automatic bill pay, etc. 

Approximate Timeline for Alternatives to Guardianship 

In this time period, consider decision-making 
supports such as a Power of Attorney, Durable 
Power of Attorney for Health Care, Living Will, 
etc. 

ANYTIME - Consider other management tools such as a Supplemental Special Needs Trust, Living Trust, or Will.

In this time period, evaluate  the 
level of decision making support  
that may be appropriate. The Stop 
Light Tool is a good resource for 
this.

After 18, if receiving SSI 
or SSDI, in this time 
period consider whether 
a representative payee 
may be appropriate.  


